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REVIEW TEAM  
 
 

Type Name Institution 

Internal Dr. Kevin Ansdell U of S, Geology 

External - Canadian Dr. Adrian Schwan University of Guelph 

External - International Dr. John Spencer Victoria University of Wellington 
 
 
SUMMARY ASSESSMENT  
 
In each program’s summary assessment, review teams were asked to identify no more than two of the most 
commendable aspects of the program. Review teams also made several detailed recommendations for 
program improvement and were asked to identify the two most important recommendations. 
 
Strengths Identified 

• The Department of Chemistry has a strong group of faculty that a) demonstrates a unified 
commitment to the research enterprise; b) sustains a good publication rate in international journals; 
and c) pursues broad interests with ties to mining/agriculture and local scientific infrastructure. 

• The Department of Chemistry successfully integrates and manages a graduate student population 
that arrives with a very diverse mix of backgrounds. 

 
Areas for Improvement 

• The Department of Chemistry, the College of Arts & Science and CGPS need to make adjustments 
to improve the funding mechanism for international students. 

• The Department of Chemistry needs to have a coherent faculty renewal plan that is well understood 
by the faculty and that includes a strategy for attracting high quality female applicants and for 
resourcing new faculty at a level which will make them competitive in their research careers. 

 
NEXT STEPS  
 
The Interim Dean of CGPS and the Interim Provost have issued a joint response to each program’s review 
report. They have encouraged program leaders to consider follow-up actions that address the areas for 
improvement identified in each report. The Interim Dean has offered CGPS’s assistance in designing and 
implementing follow-up actions 
 
For more information on Graduate Program Review, visit http://www.usask.ca/CGPS/programs/program-
review.php  

http://www.usask.ca/cgsr/programs/program-review.php
http://www.usask.ca/cgsr/programs/program-review.php

